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CHAPTER V.
Containing more wormwood, and other ingredients.

IN the morning Booth communicated the matter to
Amelia, who told him she would not presume to advise
him in an affair of which he was so much the better judge.

While Booth remained in a doubtful state what conduct
to pursue, Bound came to make him a visit, and informed
him, that he had been at Trent's house, but found him
not at home; adding, that he would pay him a second
visit that very day, and would not rest till he found
him.

Booth was ashamed to confess his wavering resolution
_in an affair in which he had been so troublesome to his
friend; he therefore dressed himself immediately, and to-
gether they both went to wait on the little great man, to
whom Booth now hoped to pay his court in the most
effectual manner.

Bound had been longer acquainted with the modern
methods of business than Booth; he advised hjs friend
therefore, to begin with tipping (as it is called) the great
man's servant. He did so, and by that means got speedy
access to the master.

The great man received the money, not as a gudgeon
doth a bait, but as a pike receives a poor gudgeon into
his maw. To say the truth, such fellows as these may
well be likened to that voracious fish who fattens himself
by devouring all the little inhabitants of the river. As
soon as the great man had pocketed the cash, he shook
Booth by the hand, and told him, he would be sure to
slip no opportunity of serving him, and would send him
word, as soon as any offered.

Here I shall stop one moment, and so, perhaps, will.